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Company Profile

Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd.
Company Profile

Modular InfoTech Pvt Ltd. is a joint venture company between Modular Systems, Pune and
TVS Electronics, Chennai. Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. is continuing the business of Modular Systems.
The new company shares the same vision and carries out the same mission as Modular Systems,
which was giving high technology computer based Indian language solutions. The promoters of Modular
InfoTech have a conviction that if computerization has to reach the masses, it has to be through Indian
languages as a vehicle of communication.

Modular Systems was established in 1983 by a group of engineers having a strong R & D
background. The company was located in Pune. In the beginning, the company was developing hardware
and software based solutions.

In the initial year of the company, Modular Systems was awarded a design and development
project from Bharat Dynamics Ltd. The project consisted of developing an automatic card tester for the
missile electronics. The card testing involved testing of analog and digital waveforms within very tight
tolerances. The project was successfully completed in time and was approved by the German
collaborating agency.

Modular Systems made pioneering efforts in developing a totally indigenous CRT based
phototypesetter. After a development effort of about two years their effort resulted in a completely
digital Phototypesetter PTS100. This was the first phototypesetter totally developed in India using
digital techniques without any external collaboration. It consisted of microprocessor based front-end
data entry terminal with multilingual editing facility. The phototypesetting engine was CRT based requiring
digitized typefaces. Its operation consisted of three microprocessors controlling various subassemblies
such as stepper motors, font memory, interfacing unit for communication with the front-end and
interpretation of composing commands. Typesetting programs for all Indian languages were developed
taking into account different composition rules of each language. Modular Systems was the first to
develop in-house facility to digitize and rasterize Indian language typefaces. They encouraged and
motivated the artistic talents of various artists to design and develop various typefaces required for
PTS100. The phototypesetter PTS100 was substantially cheaper than its imported counterpart. Modular
Systems sold a total of 40 PTS100 systems.

When the laser technology based printers came in the market, the sale of PTS100 systems
was significantly affected. Modular Systems reoriented its developmental activities to take up the
challenges of the newer technology. Within a short period of about 4 months Modular Systems came
up with a Desk Top Publishing (DTP) package having a screen preview facility. Proof printing facility
was available on dot matrix printers and high quality output was available on the laser printers. The
DTP package had various advanced features for printing graphics and various transformations of
fonts. The package was very well received by the DTP market since it catered for their long standing
requirements which remained unfulfilled by the imported English based software. This package was
followed up with a number of other DTP packages from Modular Systems such as LASERSET,
SCRIPTMASTER, CHITRALEKHA etc. Laserset was sold by Blue Star Ltd. under the brand name of
LINGUIST.

Modular Systems developed a large library of Indian Language typestyles. All of these
fonts were available on the above mentioned packages driving PostScript laser printers, non-PostScript
(HP compatible) laser printers, high resolution image setters, bubblejet printers and a host of other
output devices. The difficult languages such as Vedic Sanskrit, Urdu, Sindhi were also made available
on these packages. Foreign languages such as Arabic, Russian, Sinhala etc. are developed for export
purposes. The packages also support complex mathematical composition. Symbol, border and fonts
containing religious signs were developed to cater for the Indian DTP market.

As Microsoft Windows became a popular platform for availability of various packages on
PC, Modular Systems started offering their fonts on this platform also in the form of a package called
Shree-Lipi. Shree-Lipi consists of Indian language fonts, keyboard handlers (for various languages
and keyboard layouts) and a host of other utilities which are commonly required for desktop publishing.
The utilities include a text editor, font styler, import utilities, keyboard tutor etc. It also has optional
utilities such as Avishkar the font styler, Roopa the text styler and Suchika the Multilingual database
utilities.



Ever since its launching, Shree-Lipi has caught on all over India like wild fire. Today Shree-Lipi has
become a de facto standard for DTP professionals. This success of Shree-Lipi is attributed to its huge
font library, large number of support utilities, efficient and prompt after sales service and willingness on
part of the designers to cater to the ever changing requirement of Windows applications and
customizations required for various language groups. Shree-Lipi is distributed throughout India through
its vast sales network consisting of distributors and dealers.

Shree-Lipi is also ported to MACINTOSH platform and is available in all Indian languages.
Modular Systems also gave a solution for Multimedia applications such as 3D Studio, Autodesk Animator
Pro. etc. in form of the Dos based package Shree-Lekha. All Modular fonts and languages were made
available under Shree-Lekha.

Modular Systems also realized the requirement for an Indian language word processor to
work on DOS platform. A package known as Shabda Sagar was developed which has command
structure similar to the most popular word processor WordStar.

In early 1994, the Voters ID card project was announced by the Election Commission. Due
to demand from the large client base, Modular Systems developed a package for the preparation of
Voters ID card in a record time of 2 months. The package was called Prateek and was launched in
September 1994. Although, Prateek was announced little late for Maharashtra state, it was the most
successful package whereas lot of other competing packages failed. Since then, it was successfully
used in the states of Karnataka, West Bengal, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Nagaland, Tripura,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala.

Seeing the simplicity, speed and user friendliness of Prateek, there was a demand for a
general purpose ID card making package. Modular Systems developed Prateek Pro for that purpose.

Modular Systems have also been the pioneers in the design and development of a
Computerized Numerically Controlled (CNC) PCB drilling machine Autodrill-356. This machine was
also developed totally indigenously without any external collaboration. The Autodrill-356 was substantially
cheaper than its imported counterpart. This machine had a PC front-end, used CCD camera for scanning
and had a high speed drilling head. It accepted input in a number of formats supported by various PCB
design packages.

Modular Systems developed Japanese to English translation utilities for its internal use
and did Japanese to English translation work on commercial basis.

During the financial year 1997-98, an enhanced version of Shree-Lipi software,
Shree-Lipi 2.0 was released. This version of Shree-Lipi was available on CD. This CD contained a
'never before' number of Indian language fonts as per the various configurations. In addition to a large
number of fonts the CD also contained enhanced features for Shree-Lipi and over 1000 high quality
Indian cultural cliparts.

Development of Property Tax Module for Hubli-Dharwad Municipal Corporation was
undertaken by Modular Systems in 1997. After that, software for Aurangabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC), consisting of Property Tax and Water Tax Module, Octroi collection Module, Payroll and
Accounting Module was also designed in 1998-1999.

A Strategic tie-up with another font developer (ITR) was signed, by which, the ITR fonts are
distributed exclusively with Shree-Lipi. With this arrangement over 90% of all Indian language fonts
originally developed are now available with Shree-Lipi.

Enhanced version, Shree-Lipi 3.0, of Shree-Lipi was released in 1998-99. The
enhancements included more than 45 new features and over 350 new fonts added to the Shree-Lipi
font library. Shree-Lipi 3.0 was received by the market very enthusiastically.

The company released a multilingual software suite, Ankur 1.0, on CD for the Small Office
Home Office (SOHO) segment. This software, which is a low cost software, contains an independent
word processor Patrika, a multilingual appointments keeping diary Smaranika, Indian Cultural Cliparts,
fonts and Shree-Lipi entry version. The software became very popular in a short time. The next version
of Ankur, Ankur 1.1, which contains enhancements and multilingual E-mail support, was released
soon.

In January 1998, Shree-Lipi Samhita - The toolbox for third party multilingual software
developers was introduced in the market. Shree-Lipi Samhita enables the Windows application
developers to give Indian language interface to their applications, have sorting as per Indian language
sorting rules and do names transliteration from English to language and vice versa.

In January 1999, three software applications were launched by Modular Systems. All these
applications are totally localized applications for Indian languages and contain all menus, help, manuals
etc. in Indian languages.

Arthalekha It is a multilingual Financial Accounting and Inventory Management Software.
Main thrust of this software is on accounting in vernacular languages and it contains many features
that are useful for the people doing accounting in local languages. The package is ideal for institutions,



companies, small business, manufacturers, traders etc. who need to create reports both in English as
well as regional languages. It has specialized front-end interfaces for certain segments like commission
agents, chemists, oil mills etc. A powerful inventory module and invoice designer also mark as some of
the special features of Arthalekha.

Vidyarthi Itis a bilingual school and college management package. It consists of a set of
three different modules for the management of student admissions, fee collection and student academic
information. The academic information system handles information of students including personal,
parental, medical, extra curricular, educational information etc. Apart from the data entry and
management for the schools, Vidyarthi also gives lot of reports that the schools have to submit to the
government.

Vetan Pranali It is a software package for maintenance of salary accounts, record, salary
register and leave accounting of staff of educational institutions, semi government organizations,
companies, small scale units etc. It also includes employee service record and income tax calculation
system.

In April 2000, Modular Systems and TVSE joined together to form Modular InfoTech Pvt.
Ltd. Through their development of multilingual software packages, Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. will
articulate wholeheartedly to reach out to every corner of India with the support of TVSE and contribute
effectively to the growth of IT in the country to become a global leader.

The company launched its Indian language toolkit and fonts for web-site designers under
the name of Web Samhita. Web Samhita allows the users to do data entry and viewing in Indian
languages in the web browsers. It contains specially tuned Indian language Dynamic fonts and supports
a variety of keyboards, Web Samhita also has monolingual and bilingual edit components which are
fully compatible with Internet Explorer 4.0 or above and Netscape 4.08 or above for composing in
Indian languages.

Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. also developed a full multilingual Mail Server MeghdootMail,
available in English and 11 Indian languages.

Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. has also increased its domain of operations by giving services
like web site designing, especially designing of the Indian language web sites.

In September 2000, Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. launched version 4.0 of its popular multilingual
software Shree-Lipi. The Shree-Lipi Ver. 4.0 contains 2100 Indian fonts, new utilities like a simple to
use data base editor and label making package. It also includes an API for software developers to
enable their applications in Indian languages.

Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. is also been investing its efforts and resources in the development
of some of the products which are of utmost significance in future. These products are (1) Spell checkers
for Indian languages (2) Text-to-speech (TTS) in Indian languages (3) Optical character recognition
(OCR) of Indian scripts (4) Font Scaling and Rasterization (5) Open TrueType fonts for Indian languages.
These products take very long time for development and consume disproportionate resources. However
it is recognized that they are heavily required by the industry and that Modular InfoTech Pvt. Ltd.
should be prepared with the framework and technical skills when the actual need arises.

In their commitment towards their mission to take IT to the heart of India, MITPL have
further developed the following projects :-

(@) SMART INFORMATION KIOSKS -

(i) Zilla Parishad, Pune and MITPL joined hands to develop the software to display various information
related to the working of different departments which would be useful to the village level also. This
software consists of audio visual presentation where the information is displayed in the form of video,
photographs and audio. This information is easy to access and is available on "Touch Screen'.

(i) Siddhivinayak Construction, Pune also wanted to display information related to different construction
sites and hence MITPL developed software for this KIOSK also. It was intended to give information to
the user regarding site location, walk through the flats, detailed map, amenities and facilities available
in their projects in each floor and in each individual flat. This was also made accessible on ‘Touch
Screen'.

(b) DudhGanga software is India's first Bilingual Automated Milk Collection System, which is very
helpful for Primary level co-operative societies to computerise their daily milk collection activities.

(c) Dugdhalekha software was developed for the milk Diary segment wherein every information at front
end and back end was available. This package gives all features related to milk societies. This package
can be integrated with DudhGanga (AMCU - Automatic Milk Collection Unit).



(d) Smart Bazar concept was developed for Warana Bazar, Warananagar, which would replace the old
‘cash register' concept and also provide additional managerial information like inventory control besides
billing at the front end.

Shree-Lipi Bengali Special is the customized version of Shree-Lipi developed by Modular
InfoTech Pvt. Ltd, exclusively for the West Bengal Govt. It was designed and packaged to suit the
requirements laid down by the Officials of the West Bengal Govt. This customized version of
Shree-Lipi included support for the new font layout Bangla Akademi , the layout designed by the
Bengali experts to suit the requirements of Bengali language . Apart from this a new utility named
Bengali Spell Checker was also given to help the users in spell checking the Bengali words. It also
included Official language dictionary utility . This utility included dictionaries containing English words
commonly used in Govt. Offices and their corresponding Bengali words. It is now being used as the
Official package in all the Government offices in West Bengal.

Keyboard Handler for Microsoft - "Indic IME 2"

MITPL has partnered Microsoft in developing various keyboard handlers for Indian languages.

Modular InfoTech has not only developed Indian language software for the market but it
has also worked for Microsoft by developing a product named "Indic IME 2". Microsoft has been shipping
Indian language support for Hindi, Hindi Traditional, Marathi, Konkani, Sanskrit and Tamil languages
with Windows 2000. But the IME available in Windows 2000 supports INSCRIPT as the keyboard
layout for all the above mentioned languages. With Indic IME 2, this facility of inputting text is being
extended by providing support for other popular keyboard layouts for all the above mentioned languages.
Indic IME 2 provides support for Typewriter Keyboard Layout for Hindi, Hindi Traditional, Marathi,
Konkani and Sanskrit. For Tamil language, Indic IME 2 supports Typewriter, Tamil 2, and Transliteration
keyboard layouts.

Indic IME 2 is an additional IME input application for inputting text in Indian languages in all
the Microsoft Office XP Applications. This includes MS Word, MS Excel, MS Access, MS PowerPoint,
MS Outlook, MS FrontPage. Indic IME 2 is available as a free download to all the users from the
Microsoft Web site. Once downloaded and installed, Indic IME 2 will allow you to type in Hindi, Marathi,
Sanskrit, Konkani and Tamil language. Indic IME 2 requires Windows 2000 or above as the Operating
System.

Open True Type Fonts have been specially developed by MITPL for use by Microsoft in
Devnagari or Tamil language.

TrueType Open is an extension to the TrueType font standard. TrueType Open fonts contain
additional information that extends the capabilities of the fonts to support high-quality international
typography:

TrueType Open addresses complex typographical issues that especially affect people using
text-processing applications in multilingual and non-Latin environments.

Shree-Lipi 5.1 - True to their tradition, MITPL launched the next of Shree-Lipi 5.1 with the
intention of giving more valuable addition to the customer satisfaction and delight. Several new features
have been added to make it more versatile and user-friendly which will be compatible to 'Office XP'
also.

Shree-Lipi Kerala Ratnam - While Shree-Lipi multilingual versions have been popular
throughout India, it was also felt that Modular Infotech should come out with region specific versions of
Shree-Lipi. The first in this series, Shree-Lipi Kerala Ratnam was launched to cater to the specific
needs of the Kerala market.

AWARDS :

1) In August 2000, Modular was awarded the "Award for Best Computer Package in Hindi" (Second
Prize) from the Ministry of Information Technology for the product Shree-Lipi Suchika.

2) In August 2000, Shree-lipi package was awarded "PC Quest Users Choice Award" (Runner up).
3) In May 2001, Modular has also won the award "Award for Best Computer Package in Hindi" (Second
Prize) for the Bilingual Accounting package, ArthalLekha from the Ministry of Information Technology.
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